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U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 


TELE: AREA CODE 714 - 239-0254 




FOR TIE PRESS 


27 December 1968 


'.'Ttevy Orders Court of Inquiry 
On Puobl© Capture & IX&teatioa 

. The Geassmder in 0-b.ief of the U»S a Pacific Fleet, A&dral John J« 
Hylands USB, has convened a Court of Inquiry to “inquire into the cirssn&» 
s tunes s relating to the a^isure of the US 3 PliTLhO (AGs51t~2). and the 
subsequent detention of the vessel and the officers and crav* rt 

A message to the Ocrsrxr&er A lift - SuteriX'ir, e Warfare Forces, U«S* Pacific 
Fleet, Vice Aqaisul Harold Go Bowen, Jr*, U£J # directed hin to bo President 
of the Court and uaced if a members* 

The message reads in part, as follows: 

«In accordance with Section 04.02 of the Judge Advocate General 

lknual } a Court of Inquiry is hereby appointed to inquire into the ; 

y . -n 

circumstunses relating to the Sn&suro of the U33 PUL33LO (AGBii»»2) by North j 
Korean flaval Forces f , which occurred in the Ssa of Japan on 23 January 1968 P 
and the siibseouoat detention of the vessel and its officers and evev» The 
court will convene* at the U « S » Havel Amp-alb ion b Base, Coronado, Cai.if* # as 
oo<m as practicable** ».* 8 

i( T'ho court shall consist of you a President, Roar Adoirixl l-lirshsll W* 
White, USU (Cctmnder Pacific Mi- hue R:u-go)j Rear Admiral Ftbavd B* Grins, 
USM (CossE-onds? Training Gcrffi#uvdj, Pacific), Rear Acsiirul Richard a* Pm ou 3 
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USD (Commander Amphibious Training Command, Pacific); Hoar Admiral Allen 
A o Eergner* USil (Commander Naval Training Command, S on Diego) as near, tors, 
Capt. William R* Newsom©, JJGG, USil, a lai/yer qualified in the seas© of 
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Article 27(B) of the Uniform Cede of Military Justice, is hereby designated 
counsel fox* the court. » Cdr« William E# Clemons P JAGG, USNR, a lawyer 
qualified in the sense of Article 27(B), UCMJ, is hereby designated an 
assistant counsel for the court 0 " 

«The court is directed to inquire into all the facts and circvnastancoo 
'relating to the subject incident including whether Pueblo did, at any time 
during the period 1C January 1966 to the time of her soissuro, proceed 
within twelve miles of North Korea t and, if so., ‘whether such, action was 
in accordance with or in violation of any order issued to the Commanding 
Officer by competent authority „ The court will also Inquire into the 
c ireunsiancse s surrounding the actual bearding, the details of th&t boarding 
and the events immediately subsequent to the boarding j and irf.ll also inquire 
into all the facts and circumstances surrounding the subsequent detention 
of the ship and its officers and crew* 

«Th« court is further directed to ...inquire into the deaths and injuries 
to naval personnel, and as appropriate, to perform tho duties of &n inquest 
After deliberation the court shall submit its findings of fact, opinions 
and recommendations o Tho court will express its opinion as to the lino of 
duty and mlsccnduot status of ary injured personnel and will recommend 
admlni stra tive or disciplinary action as appropriate* 

"The court is directed to notify C Germander Lloyd Mark Lusher, USi!, 
of the time and place of the mooting of the court and that he is a party 
to the inquiry and to accord him tho rights of a party pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 0304 of the Judge Advocate Genera'* ikuiu-X * The 
court is. authorised to designate additional parties to tho inquiry during 
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the ’ proceedings an my bs appropriate o As 
digaats parties, attention io particularly 


to tho duty of the court to do- 
1'Ov i l-'id to Section. 0303(2) of 


tho JAG Hamvilc ,.• - 

' 1 

**Tho court i& di rooted to t-uko live to-st-lfficuy oi v/itnoueea ur.-dus onth 


Aod to oubail a verbatim record of tho proceedings o . 

«Tho preceding* of the court vlll be held in op-sa sessica except as 
the interests of national security nay raquxro.. 

"Tho court vill c-xareasly inform any p&vfcxes and each witness 
appearing before it that the court is am-© that they cay have beoa awkod 
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questions and may hsvo disclosed inferos tiosi during tnc 3-Htei.iigeifec. 
debriefing, process t) but that lie court has received n.o iiU.or.sat Ion ^ a <*->* 
soever conoeiiiiog matters or facts disclosed and to a vola any 

further reference the-rsl-©*; 

«The court will further insure that* as appropriate, all vltaessas 
arc ad 7 iscd not to testify as to cobbers they beliova to bo classified with- 
out first* edvisi.'ftg tbs court tint they are about to so teetl--. ;/> 

njjy signed copy of fc.be appointing order ? Cosaaander Nava L Air hoiX#, 

U.S. Pacific Fleet U directed io flrsoish the necessary reporters and 
other clerical aaalstonae and logistic support to ins court ter ta© ■•'•u.p.uvv 
of i\%su.?dJ;ag tbs pgHvjcsdln^s and preparing tb-v reach’d oi tins conro w • Tr ’.* 

I 

cyaLry, 

;»A vrittes appointing order- uill eeufcim this noscags and rill b* 
provided us sotsi as possible •>** 


The fdUct/iog bai'kfjihr-rud gaUriole ra-o available 


5.0 limited nxdbovx at 


G't-.rjr.ni.rLd Iaj?c>r*r£ t.ictj 
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Inquiry 4~4~4 

Photograph a i:d biography of Visa Adcdjral Bovea 
Photograph and biography of Coav t n*»bi52rs 

/ 

PhcW^ciph &h.d biography of §ovri oo'o&sjols ~ 

t 

Copies ftf AsrtAc&d 2705} of tho 10H-J 

Coplos of Stttioa 0,304 * 0402 s 03020(2) of the Adweftia Gantfral Hew** 





nni 






